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Argument

After the Vatican Council II the Roman-Catholic Church met a huge charismatic movement
borrowed from the classical Pentecostal, which have as founder Charles F. Parham (around 1900)
and from the so-called charismatic movements which appeared within the Protestant Church
(Lutherans) or out of the Reformation (Calvinists). This charismatic or spiritual renewal movement
aims at supporting a spiritual ecumenism. In fact, it meets a diverse syncretism movement — going
from the Kimbanguist Church which has approximately twenty million followers and it is a
combination of the African Antimist religions and the Christian religion, to the voodoo and zionist
movements which have a diverse manifestation; only of the west coast of Africa there are
approximately ten thousand such forms and until the Orthodox Church such as the charismatic
orthodox community in Pittsburgh under the leadership of the Archimandrite Stephanou — with a
large extension; at the level of 2005 it was estimated that the number of charismatic is higher than
seventy million meaning they have outrun in number the Anglican Church. Having in view the fact
that in the Roman-Catholic Church — especially in the communities of the two Americas — there are
a few thousand of so-called charismatic communities having almost two hundred million believers,
one can be seen the real image of this current called charismatic aimed at maintaining a spiritual
ecumenism.

Starting from 1968 — the general meeting of ECC from Uppsala (Sweden) within the Ecumenical
Council of Churches, this spiritual renewal or charismatic movement began to influence the praying
altogether programs and proposed intercommunity before accepting a common base of belief so that
Nairobi (Kenya), in 1975, at Vancouver (Canada), 1983 and Canberra (Australia), 1991, this
movement — with syncretism tendencies meets anascending quota, which led at Harare (Zimbabwe)
in 1998, to a true dimension between orthodox and the other members of the Ecumenical Council;
after this council some Orthodox Churches threatened to retreat from the ECC and this led to the
establishment of a council for parity which would analyze the problems of the dispute; to a certain
extent, this crisis situation will be solved at Porto Alegre (Brazil) in 2006 when it came — after the
retreat from the Ecumenical Council of the Orthodox Churches of Bulgaria, Serbia and Georgia,
and the Orthodox Church of Greece threatened to retreat, and even Russia did the same — to the
acceptance of the consensual vote regarding some sensitive subjects for the orthodox and to the
non-acceptance on theagenda of some problems concerning some subjects that create dissensions
between Churches.

Facing this reality, the Orthodox Church, ever since 1961 — the General meeting of ECC from New
Delhi (India) — felt that, once the Orthodox Churches from the ex-socialist countries re-entered the
Ecumenical Council, it should firmly point out the “spiritual connections that unite us (and which)
are so tightly interconnected that they represent the indestructible base in full communion™'. This is
why the Patriarch Justin Moisescu, the delegations leader of the Orthodox Churches at New Delhi,
because he believed it was necessary, showing that the wish of the Orthodox Church is to fathom
what we have in common and get us close to each other, from a liturgical, canonical and patriarchal
heritage (recognized by the other Christian Churches) point of view: “Although we are part of

! Patriarhul IUSTIN, Pentru pacea a toatd lumea. Omilii arhieresti la Nasterea si Invierea Domnului, Editura
Episcopieii Argesului si Muscelului / Anastasisa, Bucuresti, 2004, p. III.



different Christian Churches we got close, we have tight connections, we collaborate between us,
we fathom our religious knowledge and of the others, of course, keeping our belief unharmed...

We are now making efforts to get to know ourselves better and to unite, over our initial positions.
We go forward. We must open our hearts to all present here and search together for the fullness of
the Ecumenical Church, with humility and prayers, as confessors of our faith and servants of human
kind.

In her way to the unity that fulfills its perfect finality, the Church intensifies its work around the
world within its finality in history.” But the idea that we are going forward, not only avoids the
question we must ask ourselves, but invites us to offer it a common answer: “In what stage are we
now regarding this matter?” and the great hierarch of Romania answered: “We are only at the
conscience of the persistent calling of Jesus Christ for a complete unity, which springs from the
unity of the Holy Trinity.””

As a famous university professor, the Patriarch Justin indicated that this trinity model of the unity of
Churches demands the equal reconsideration both of the horizontal dimension and of the vertical
one of ecumenism: “There is no limit between the vertical and the horizontal dimensions in what
concerns serving the Church founded by Messiah. Its origin and work are divine. But its work is not
unknown to the destiny of man and creature.” The patriarch Justin — one of the founders of the
Conference of the European Churches — indicates that the “entire work of Messiah — and of the
Church He founded — is focused «around the bright Cross of Golgotha which vanished the limits
between the creature and the Creator», and around the Sacrifice that guides us toward Resurrection
and which the Emmaus of the discoveries and understanding of the deepest holy teachings, which
transformed the «breaking of the bread» into the center of the main prayers of the Christians, a
prayeraccomplished by the followers of the Saint Apostles — bishop and priest everywhere — for the
remembrance of Christ the Savior and for the forgiveness of all believers under their care.”

As one can see, the Patriarch Justin highlighted the fact that the liturgical act — exceptionally the
Liturgy and the Eucharistic anaphors — is seen in the ecumenical character of the Church and in the
priestly character of the rightful faith; through this, he indicated that in the ecumenical undertaking
the Orthodox Church can offer the model of canonic unity, unity of faith and liturgical unity, kept
as a treasured heritage ever since the time of the Saint Apostles. This proposal was the one that
made me choose the theme of this research, adding a presentation of the cult from the Old
Testament, a parallel description between the liturgical canon and the one of the Bible, the
confessions of the Apostolic Fathers, and also a brief presentation of the Liturgies of the other
Churches. The decision of the General meeting of the Ecumenical Council of Churches to propose
as a basis of theological discussion between the Churches and Christian denominations the Nicene-
Constantinopolitan Creed is another reason that makes us fathom the liturgical dimension of the
priestly faith; not to mention the fact that this started with the approval of the Document of Lima —
Baptism, Communion, Holy Orders (Priesthood) — at Lima (Peru) in 1982. This year, 2012, we
commemorate three decades since the afore-mentioned document was written at the Theological
Academy of Chania (Crete). A document has been approved which will be mentioned at the
General meeting of the Ecumenical Council of Churches, which will take place at Bussan (Korea)
in the period October 30 — November 8. It regards the ecclesiastic and liturgical character of the
Church and it is believed to have the same importance as the BCH Document. This document is the

? Patriarhul IUSTIN, Discursuri ecumenice, Editura Episcopiei Argesului si Muscelului / Anastasia, Bucuresti 2004, pp.
23-25.

3Ct. ,,Mitropolia Moldovei si Sucevei”, nr. 1-2/1963, p. 28.

* Cf. Pr. prof. dr. Vasile NECHITA, Misiunea Bisericii ieri si astazi, Editura Panciova (Voievodina), p. 394.



result of some previous debates concerning the nature and mission of the Church and the concern to
reach a common declaration — much more emphasized since 2005; to which it has been added
different debates regarding the common acknowledgement of Baptism, which made thirty one
Churches from Germany — among which the Orthodox and the Roman-Catholic Churches —
recognize in 2007 the sacrament of Baptims; the problem that remained unsolved and it is discussed
at the ECC is if the recognition of the same Baptism doesn’t entail also the confession of the same
common belief, especially that in the documents from Porto Alegre it is confessed the
eschatological dimension of Baptism and its role in gaining redemption. Among the dogmatic and
biblical studies it is imperative to reconsider also the liturgical ones; all the more so that the
liturgical heritage of the eastern Churches — Orthodox and old oriental (Monophysite) ones — is also
rich and connected to the apostolic tradition, which gives it more authority within the ecumenical
discussions.

Reminding what the Patriarch Justin said — through its sacramental or liturgical work, the Church is
“the place for continuous extension of the Messiah, of the entering of God into the world’s life, of
the entire being’s participation to the joy and novelty brought by Jesus Christ into the world” — it
isunderstood the priority for ecumenism and fathoming of the faith heritage of the Church
liturgically expressed, of the patristic writing and of those prayers where the Church’s ecumenical
character is expressed. Only this way the orthodox will understand and will rediscover themselves
through others — as Monk Nicolas of Rohia said — that in the faith and liturgical heritage there is the
expression of the universal Christian faith, integrating in a spiritual form the being (of each
believer) into humanity; and each Christian is called to a communion with God in the name of
universality.

The solitude is shattered. Renewed by the dynamism of love the human being lives — in Liturgy —
the truth of its existence. In this ascension toward God the man associates its nature because it has
been the subject of fall and redemption.” Going forward from “the individual prayer to the fraternal
prayer through the Holy Liturgy the (faithful) man is integrates into the cosmos.” Thus, by serving
the holy orders with the power of God all who have received the Baptism “can live in holiness with
the help of the gifts of the Holy Spirit which we receive through Church, reconciled with God and
all united in the Body of Christ; we are living His calling to make love the basis of our whole life in
the Church and further in the world;” in fact, the man receives the power to bear “the face of the
world to transfigure it.””

From these emphasized ideas one can see the actuality of the proposed theme for research and the
necessity of fathoming the liturgical heritage — especially of the Eucharistic anaphors — for
sustaining the ecumenical undertaking in this new phase that it has after more than two decades of
crisis. The Romanian Orthodox Church has been represented ever since 1961 — the General meeting
from New Delhi (India) — until present day by eminent hierarchs and theology professors who
brought an important contribution despite all the divergences to the orientation of the theological
debates within the ecumenical dialogue; and when certain side-slips appeared they didn’t hesitated
to ask the help of the Church and the Christians to “regulate the complex relations between different
organisms and new ecumenical partners so that these relations bear the mark of clarity,
transparency, communication and collaboration efforts” for the fulfillment of the purpose of the
ecumenical movement: to bring “in a coherent manner the priestly message of ecumenism to the
world of regions and the local Churches” — as it is stipulated in the Report of the Examination

> Cf. , Mitropolia Moldovei si Sucevei”1-2/1963, p. 34 si ,,Mitropolia Moldovei si Sucevei”, 1-2/1973, p. 38



Committee of the Directives, presented at the [Xth General meeting of the Ecumenical Council of
Churches in Porto Alegre; here, it can clearly be seen the contribution of the Orthodox Churches.

As a conclusion to the afore-presented ideas I believe it can be considered the words of the
Patriarch Justin who in the article dedicated to the XXVth commemoration of the establishment of
the Ecumenical Council of Churches: “We are often attempted to express our optimism regarding
the today’s ecumenical relations. We are contented to discover that all the schisms, all the
excommunications and the reciprocal anathemas, all the centuries of isolation and discontentment
haven’t stroke the heritage of faith and prayer and to discuss together the problems of life and
Christian life, to pray together in our liturgical services and to continually confess the Creed: «I
believe in one holy, priestly and apostolic Church». In the domain of evangelization and especially
in practice and socially the collaboration between our Churches has continuously grown.”

The actuality of the sacramental-liturgical approaches in sustaining the ecumenical
undertaking

Ever since 1978 — in the PhD thesis with the title: theology and spirituality, the Holy Father
Patriarch Daniel showed that “the reassertion of the connection between Theology and spirituality,
between faith and the Christian life is imperative for the conscience and the missionary activity of
the Church.” Referring to the PhD thesis in Theology of Father DumitruStaniloae he appreciated
that “the well understood spirituality is capable to maintain, in the opinion of the author, a healthy
equilibrium between faith as an object of thought and its development through living, between the
improvement of the personal life and the social commitment of the believers, between maintenance
on the line of the biblical-patristic tradition, the pastoral ministration and the ecumenical opening,
between the experience of the divine mystery and the love of people.”’

In the afore-mentioned paper the Holy Father Patriarch Daniel observed — ever since the time when
Patriarch Justin Moisescu was a famous sustainer of the Orthodox presence with its entire liturgical,
canonic, dogmatic and patristic heritage within the ecumenical Movement — that “a Theology
concerned with maintaining a health equilibrium between Dogmatics and Spirituality, between
theological reflection and the social commitment or social deaconry” is more than necessary
because it entails a dynamic social apostolate and a necessary refreshment of the patristic thinking,
and also a “theological fathoming and a phylokalic enrichment, a Theology of ministration and a
large ecumenical opening, fidelity for Tradition and receptivity of the new, passion for the mystery
of Church which prays and confesses and desire to serve and bless the world that God maintains in
His love.”®

The holy Patriarch referred to the Second Congress of Orthodox Theology — which took place in
Athens in the period 19-29 August 1976, under the title: The Church’s Theology and its
achievement, whose works have been developed on three sections: 1. Theology as expression of
Church’s life and conscience; 2. Theology as expression of Church in the world; 3. Theology in the
service of renewing the Church’s life — and said that “the persons who spoke have highlighted the
fact that in the orthodox thinking, Theology cannot be separated by spirituality and that the spiritual

® Cf. Ecumenismul la ceas aniversar, in Patriarhul TUSTIN, Discursuri ecumenice, ed. cit., p. 60.
7 DANIEL, Patriarhul bisericii Ortodoxe Roméane, Teologie si spiritualitate, Editura Basilica, Bucuresti, 2009, p. 8
¥ Cf. Prefata, in DANIEL, Patriarhul bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, Teologie si spiritualitate,ed. cit., p. 9



life lived in the liturgical confessing and diaconal community of the Church is a premises of the
theological act itself...

In the epoch we live in almost all Christian Churches are confronted with two big requirements of
time, requirements that are actually implicated in the Christian faith itself; and that is: the
commitment of the Church in the world or its deaconry in solving the problems that concern the
man — brother, in relation with his friends, with the society and with the creation (the nature) — on
the one hand — and the fulfillment of the spiritual, relational needs, the need of communion with
God, the need of sense of life, the need to respond to the finding that “Man shall not live on bread
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” (Mathew 4, 4), on the other...

Or, from an orthodox point of view, there aren’t various parallel spiritualties, but every Christians
lives the ecclesiastic spirituality of all, the spirituality as a living expression of the ecclesiastic
communion and of the dogmas of faith. And the spirituality without dogmatic — theological content
often becomes an alienating element in the life of the Church, just like a Theology separated by
spirituality remains a closed and untranslatable speech in life or a speech that can be assimilated
only on an intellectual level, an ideal knowledge, with no real shared communion.” This is why in
the view of the Patriarch “the Theology of a local church can classically or specifically shape the
pastoral, missionary and spiritual life of that Church, but it will still remain in the communion of the
Orthodox Universal Church.”

Starting from these highlighted ideas,in the present paper I tried to fathom the liturgical act — first
the liturgical anaphors — in which is reflected the ecumenical character of the Church and of its
priestly faith, as it was kept in Orthodoxy ever since the apostolic and patristic period of the first
five centuries, and as it is reflected in the Eucharistic anaphors of the other Churches; mainly of the
old oriental Churches — in whose anaphors is kept the epiclesis — and of the Roman-Catholic
Church, with reference to the rite from Rome and Milan.

I have done this undertaking having in view, just like Father Daniel emphasized, that within the
ecumenical Movement the Orthodoxy or the Orthodox Church is in direct dialogue with the
Churches that are outside the Reformation which follow the line that the reformers have crossed
with the wish to correct some “exigencies of the medieval Church and to a certain extent the
managed to do so. But this was often done with the price a doctrinal disequilibrium. The daily
common singing or the re-reading of the morning or evening service in the language of the people,
the many biblical lectures instead of the medieval chapters and especially the chorus singing
accessible to the people have been a positive infusion of Protestantism. If Luther rejected the private
Eucharistic messes, he did it to re-establish the communitarian sense of the mess (Eucharist). The
rediscovery of the universal priesthood was done as a reaction against of an exaggerated
clericalism. But this strong rediscovery and emphasis was done for the sacramental-pastoral
priesthood and for the monastic life.”'® This explains why in the protestant world — influenced by
the orthodox spirituality — appeared communities like the ones from Taize, Grandsamps and other.
Of course, this led to the impoverishment of the liturgical life. The borrowing of a form from the
Roman Missa, which lacked in epiclesis, led to emphasis of the words of nomination and first of all
emphasis of the biblical lectures within the liturgical gatherings. Or, in this case the contribution of
the Orthodox Churches was that it determined the protestant Churches to discover this lost
sacramental dimension and to reconsider the important role that the liturgical act generally has and
the Eucharistic Liturgy especially in the affirmation of the unity and ecumenical character of the

? Ibidem, pp. 13-14 si 16-17.
"% Ibidem, pp. 251-252.



Church, and also in the fathoming of the priestly right faith; i.e. the faith established at the
ecumenical synods.

It is known the fact that this led to biblical and patristic refreshment of the western theological
thinking, especially of the protestant one which began to recognize the fact that the Theology of the
“Holy Fathers springs from the Bible and it is capable to spiritually feed the soul” and that the
contemporary man — the man of the advanced industrial society — needs “joy, celebration,
sociability, communication, warm contacts, maybe more than the previous generations because he
misses more these things in his existence of worker in an urban environment. He is not attracted by
an abstract religion, but by a living, warm, communitarian Christianity which suggests to him the
personal contact or the personal relation with a person, the living God, God Jesus Christ. In this
view, the Liturgy must be lived as a celebration and the monasteries have an important role to play
in the modern society as places of peace and quiet.”"!

The emphasis of the role that the liturgical life has in the articulation of the communities but also in
the ecclesiastical life targeted a fathoming connected to the fact that also the liturgical spirituality of
the Roman-Catholic Church currently meets a “deeper expression than before the liturgical
reformation because «the Eucharistic piety of the past century was often focused on the adoration of
the Holy Sacrament to venerate in it the eternal presence of God and frequent communion to feel
the gifts that come from a fruitful reception of the sacraments. The current liturgical documents
highlight this mysterious presence of God enlightens the whole celebration. He is present and works
in the assembly (community); He is present and enlightens in His Word; He is present and
transforms in His sacrifice and in the sacrament that makes us participate there». The Eucharist is
understood as the Sacrament (Mystery) of the Church in mission. From the Vatican Council II, the
Liturgy is presented as «a paschal mystery in exercise, passing with Christ from the true death to the
true life, from sin to grace, from loneliness to fullness, from suffering to joy»”; this fact also led to
the reconsideration of brotherhood, but also of the authority as ministration of love.'?

Let us not forget that the charismatic movement — which focuses on the lived experience in the
Holy Spirit and sees the charismas (gifts of the Holy Spirit) as the fruits of the same experience —
contributed “to the fathoming of the prayer in an authentic form, simpler and more spontaneous,
”13, which made
Michael Harper, an Anglican pastor, follower of this charismatic movement, and also other
theologians or servants of the reformed Churches pass to Orthodoxy, recognizing the beauty of the
orthodox Liturgy and also its beauty to express the eternal faith of the ecumenical and priestly
Church. Their books are fool of confessions regarding the liturgical life of the Orthodox Church
which is more intense than in many occidental Churches, even if “the participation to the divine
services is not the same everywhere”; the important thing is that “it is more kept the sacred

character and it is not very militated in favor of a «secularization of the Liturgy»”."*

less artificial, archaic, more careful toward people than toward laws and institutions

Or, this fact contributed even more to the sensitizationof the Orthodoxy — in which case it can no
longer be spoken in the present-day of a homogenous geotropic framework nor of a setting until
now in the Central and Eastern Europe, knowing that many orthodox communities can be seen in
the Occident or in what is generally called the Euro-Atlantic space — in what concerns the fact that
are needed “efforts of renewal in what regards Theology and also Spirituality, and this is connected
to the spirit of a living Church”; we cannot forget the fact that “in the liturgical Theology it is

" Cf. Ibidem, pp. 270 si 281

12 Ibidem, pp. 281-282.

1 J. LECLERCQ, Tendence monastique actuelles, in ,,Nouvelle Revue Theologique”, tome 110/1978, p. 94
'* Cf. DANIEL, Patriarhul Bisericii Ortodoxe romane, Teologie si spiritualitate, p. 289



especially emphasized the existential aspect of the Holy Sacraments and their importance for the
Christian life, the theological signification of celebrations, the theological studies about icon, the
studies about Liturgy as prayer by excellence of the Church, about the personal prayer and
especially about the prayer of the heart, a subject of study for the orthodox theologians, both in the
countries with an orthodox majority and especially for those from Occident (Diaspora)...

It is important the fact that orthodox theologians often leave from the liturgical spirituality to
develop a vision of the creation, of the world and of the contemporary man, showing through this
not only the profound signification of the liturgical vision upon reality but also the unity between
Theology and the ecclesiastic liturgical life”; furthermore, I have tried to demonstrate that “the
contemporary orthodox Theology as an attitude of adoration is not only doxological and paschal, a
«liturgical» transfiguration of the space as it has been reproached by those who see it with artificial
eyes”, but it is also concerned with “the social aspect of the Church’s mission which has been less
emphasized” because both in the East and in the West the road to God passes through the gate of
the neighbor."

The analysis 1 made targeted exactly the role which the reconsideration of the sacramental or
liturgical dimension of the Church can help the ecumenical dialogue and the rediscovery of that
apostolic unity on which the Church is founded, a unity expressed in the eastern Tradition through
teosis — that divinity character of the man to which the Eucharistic communion and the entire
sacramental life of the Church calls him — reflected by lexcredendi (the rule of faith) which is in
itself lexorandi (the rule of prayer)”, which implies not a rational knowledge, but a living
experience, i.e. faith lived by love.'®

Also, our study — bearing in mind that discussion that took place at Aleppo (Syria) between 5-10
March 1997, which took place under the title Toward a common date of the celebration of the Holy
Easter—approached in a tangential way the problem of celebrating Easter before and after the
Ecumenical synod I, which is especially pointed out by the disputes between Rome and the
Churches of proconsular Asia during the second century, motivated by the fact that the entire cult of
the Orthodox Church is focused on the celebration of the Resurrection of God. Or, the Latin
Occident emphasized the embodiment of God and His sacrifice which stood at the basis of the
ultimately separation of God from the human life at the proclamation of the theology of God’s life,
and contributed to the weakness of the liturgical conscience and of the role of the sacramental
ministration of the Church.

By fathoming the connection between the Resurrection of God as crowning of the embodiment and
the sacrifice form Golgotha, the undertaking of the Orthodoxy to show that the ecumenical dialogue
cannot lack in the reconsideration of the liturgical dimension of the ministration of Christ’s Church
in the blessing and transfiguration of man and light is necessary and primary all the more so that in
the new approved documents it is debated the nature and mission of Church, and one of the chapters
refers to its liturgical and Eucharistic ministration— it’s the last document with the title The Church:
Towards a Common Vision, which was adopted on the 31 of August 2012 at the Theological
Academy of Chania (Crete), within a work session of the Faith and Order Commission having as
co-moderator the Father prof. Viorellonita and Rev. Dr. Sarah Lancaster on the behalf of the Union
of the Methodist Churches from the United States, appreciated by the Metropolitan prof. dr.
Ghennadios de Sassima representing the Ecumenical patriarchate as vice-moderator of the Central
Committee of the ECC, and also father Viorellonitd as a document received by the Churches which

'S Ibidem, pp. 295-296.

' Cf. Ibidem, p. 299.
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will bring a sensitive ecumenical progress that can be compared to what the BCH Document meant,
an important text of convergence between the Churches that are intercommunication.
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